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BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
  

Special Meeting – Thursday, July 16, 2020 – 2:00 p.m. 
Council Chambers – Branson City Hall – 110 W. Maddux 

 
 
 

 
AGENDA 

 
      

CALL TO ORDER  
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 
REGULAR AGENDA: 
 
 

1) First Reading of Bill No. 5837 amending Chapter 58 of the Branson Municipal Code 
pertaining to face coverings, public spaces and the spread of communicable diseases.  

 
 
ADJOURN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Where Values are the Difference 

JULY: TEAMWORK/COOPERATION 
Less me; more we; working towards a common goal. 

 

For more information please visit www.bransonmo.gov or contact: 
Lisa Westfall, City Clerk, 417-337-8522 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

Posted: July 14, 2020 
At: _______ By: _______ 
Page 1 of 1 

http://www.cityofbranson.org/








































FACE COVERINGS



FACE COVERINGS – MEDICAL RECOMMENDATION

“If all of us would put on a face covering now for the next 
4 weeks to 6 weeks, I think that we could drive this 
epidemic to the ground in the country.”

"The most powerful weapon we have that I know of is 
wearing face coverings. The most important thing that I 
could ask the American public to do is to fully embrace 
face coverings, to fully embrace careful hand hygiene, and 
to fully embrace social distancing."

Dr. Robert Redfield
Director, CDC
July 13, 2020 Press Conference
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina



FACE COVERINGS - NATIONALLY

“As the number of confirmed cases has spiked in communities across the 
country recently, so too have the number and types of face covering mandates 
being implemented. Currently about 65 percent of our more than 5,000 stores 
and clubs are located in areas where there is some form of government 
mandate on face coverings …While we’re certainly not the first business to 
require face coverings, we know this is a simple step everyone can take for 
their safety and the safety of others in our facilities… According to the CDC, 
face coverings help decrease the spread of COVID-19, and because the virus 
can be spread by people who don’t have symptoms and don’t know they are 
infected, it’s critically important for everyone to wear a face covering in public 
and social distance.”

Dacona Smith Lance de la Rosa
Chief Operating Officer Chief Operating Officer
Walmart US Sam’s Club 

July 15th, 2020 Press Release 
https://corporate.walmart.com/newsroom/2020/07/15/a-simple-step-to-help-keep-you-safe-walmart-and-sams-club-require-shoppers-to-wear-face-coverings)

THE LARGEST RETAILER IN THE UNITED STATES REQUIRES 
FACE COVERINGS IN ALL STORES 



FACE COVERINGS – LEGAL AUTHORITY

A PROPERLY ENACTED ORDINANCE 
REQUIRING FACE COVERINGS DOES NOT 

VIOLATE ANY INDIVIDUAL’S 
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS.



FACE COVERINGS – LEGAL AUTHORITY

In Jacobson v. Massachusetts the Court held 
that a person could be obliged to submit to 
vaccination against smallpox even though 
the procedure ran contrary to his religious 

views. 25 S.Ct. 358 (1905).



FACE COVERINGS – LEGAL AUTHORITY

IN THE JACOBSON OPINION, JUSTICE HARLAN WROTE: 

“The authority of the state … is to be referred to what is commonly 
called the police power,—a power which the state did not surrender 
when becoming a member of the Union under the Constitution. 
Although this court has refrained from any attempt to define the 
limits of that power, yet it has distinctly recognized the authority of 
a state to enact quarantine laws and ‘health laws of every 
description;’ indeed, all laws that relate to matters completely 
within its territory and which do not by their necessary operation 
affect the people of other states. According to settled principles, 
the police power of a state must be held to embrace, at least, such 
reasonable regulations established directly by legislative 
enactment as will protect the public health and the public safety.” 
Jacobson at 24 (emphasis added).



FACE COVERINGS – LEGAL AUTHORITY

IN MISSOURI, A MUNICIPALITY MAY EXERCISE 
ITS GENERAL POLICE POWERS BY ENACTING 
ORDINANCES FOR THE WELFARE AND THE 

SAFETY OF ITS CITIZENS.



FACE COVERINGS – LEGAL AUTHORITY

“An ordinance is presumed a valid exercise of police power and 
the party challenging the ordinance carries the burden of showing 
that it is unreasonable. Bezayiff v. City of St. Louis, 963 S.W.2d 
225, 229 (Mo.App. E.D.1997). An ordinance is a legitimate 
exercise of police power if the expressed requirements of the 
ordinance bear a substantial and rational relationship to the 
health, safety, peace, comfort, and general welfare of the 
municipality's citizenry. Id. If reasonable minds differ as to 
whether a particular ordinance has a substantial relationship to 
the protection of the general health, safety, or welfare of the 
public, then the issue must be decided in favor of the ordinance. 
Id.” City of Overland v. Wade, 85 S.W. 3d 70, 72 (Mo. App. E.D. 
2002)



FACE COVERINGS – LEGAL AUTHORITY

IN ADDITION, A FOURTH-CLASS CITY, SUCH AS 
BRANSON, MAY ENACT LAWS FOR THE 
PREVENTION OF THE INTRODUCTION OF 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN THE CITY, AND FOR 
THE ABATEMENT OF THE SAME.



FACE COVERINGS – LEGAL AUTHORITY

“Diseases, control of … - The board of aldermen may 
make regulations and pass ordinances for the 
prevention of the introduction of contagious 
diseases in the city, and for the abatement of the 
same, and may make quarantine laws and enforce 
the same...” Sec. 79.380, RSMo. (1939). 

(https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=79.380&bid=3759&hl=) 

https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=79.380&bid=3759&hl=


FACE COVERINGS – REVIEW OF ORDINANCE 

Graphic from Greene County Health Department Signage (https://www.springfieldmo.gov/DocumentCenter/View/49609/Mask-Required-Sign2)

REVIEW OF FACE COVERING 
ORDINANCE  

https://www.springfieldmo.gov/DocumentCenter/View/49609/Mask-Required-Sign2)
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